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State of California
County of Sonoma

In the Matter of the Investigation of the Deauth of ] Before
]
JEREHMIAH WILLIAMS CHASS J
i [ ill
Dheceased I Sherill-Coroner

1, Bill Coghill, Sheriff-Coroner of the County of Sonoma, State of California, in Santa Rosa,
on the 25" day of February, 2008 having made investigation into the cause of death af
Jerehmiah Williams Chass and after hearing the testimony adduced, do say:

That I find that the deceased Jerehmiak Williams Chass was a native of MA aged about 16
vears; and that he came to his death on the 12" day of March, 2007 ar Driveway af Own

Residence: 1474 High School Road, Sebastopol, State of California, by:
Multiple Gunshot Wounds

All of which I certify by this investigation in writing by me, signed this

25" day of February, 2008.

Sherifi~-Coroner aof the County of Sonoma,
State of California
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Scene:

This death occurred at 1474 High School Road, Sebastopel. As this incident involved two Deputies in a
fatal altercation with the decedent, the Officer Involved Shooting protocol was invoked, and Santa Roza
Palice Department responded to investigate the incident. The scene was maintained as an active crime
scene, with monitored ingressfegress by Santa Rosa Police Department.

Body:

The decedent was found lying supine on the ground in the driveway, perpendicular to the driver's side rear
passenger area of the family minivan. Airway apparatus and monitor patches were still in place. The
decedent's clothing had been cut away and was opened to expose his torso, which had visible
defects/wounds on his chest, stomach, right arm, and both legs. A handcuff was attached to the
decedent's left wrist. The decedent was cold to the touch, rigor mortis was present, and lividity was
appropriate to the decedent's bady position. The decedent's clothing was collected for evidence by Santa
Rosa Police Department, and his body was rolled to the side to photograph his back. Thera was a
noticeable lump in the middle back, near the spine, and another on the left side rib cage, which appeared
to be the presence of foreign bodies underneath the surface layers of the skin.

The decedent's chest showed an oblong defect between the nipples. There were two additional circular
defects above the nipple line. An oblong defect was on the decedent's stomach area, above and to the
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right of the decedent’s navel. There-were three circular punciuresitears on .« right arm in the inside
elbow, forearm, and near the wrist. An oblong defect was on the decedent’s right hip, right front thigh, right
rear thigh, and near the right knee, There was also a circular defect near the lefi knea. The decedent had
been wearing a blue sweatshirt, brown T-shirt, blue jeans, brown plaid boxer shorts, and white socks, all of
which were collected as evidence.

J&S Mortuary Remaval Service responded to the scene, with attendants Perry Keaton and Fred Straub.
They placed the decedent in a black biohazard body bag, and | followead them to the County Morgue
Facility in order to maintain chain of custody. Upon our arrival, | secured the biohazard bag with a zip-tie
lock, numbered 015862, through the zipper pulls on the bag. | placed strips of tape on either side of both
zippers, recording the coroner's case number, decedent's name (J. Chass), and my initials on each.

An examination has bean scheduled with a staff Pathologist of the Forensic Medical Group.

Investigation:

On 031272007 at 1500 hours, | was informed of an Officer Involved Shooting by Sonoma County Sheriff's
Dispatch, They reported that two Deputies had responded to 1474 High School Road, Sebastopol for a
family disturbance, in which a 16 year ald male (the decedent) was viclent and ouf of contral. The
decedent was reported to be chanting repetitively, screaming, and threatening his younger sibling. When
the Deputies tried to subdue him and take him into custody, the decedent struggled and fought viclently,
injuring the Deputies. The decedent was shot by the Deputies with their service weapons, and the Officer
Invalved Shoating protecol was inveked, with Santa Rosa Police Department acting as the investigating
agenn:'.':,r.

Al approximately 1923 hours, | was paged to respond to the scene. | arrived at 1935 hours, and met with
Santa Rosa Police Detective Chris Schwartz. He briefed me regarding the incident, stating the decedent
had been a good son until he suffered a 'mental breakdewn' in December. His behavior became
unpredictable, violent, and frightening. On this date, the decedent had beaen acting strange, and the family
was trying to take him to the doctor for a mental health evaluation. The family got into their van (CA license
45FK152), and the decedent came out with a knife, threatening to kill his 6 year old brother. The parents
were able to get out of the van, bul the decedent was initially holding the 6 year old and threatening to kil
him when the Deputies arrfived. The incident evelved gquickly, and the Deputies tried to restrain and subdue
the decedent inside the van, allowing the 6 year old to escape to his parents, in frent of the garage, The
decedent fought wildly, kicking and striking the Deputies, particularly around their faces. One Deputy
thought the decedent may have stabbed him, and drew his service weapon (a .357 revolver), firing. The
second Deputy also fired his duty weapon, a 45 cal, semi-automatic handgun. The decedent stopped
fighting, and became limp. Medic 761 was staged nearby, and responded to the scene. They placed the
decedent on the surface of the driveway and assessed him, pronouncing him deceased at the scene at
0902 hours.

| observed as the clothing was collected from the decedent, and photographed the decedent. J&S
Mortuary Remaval Service arrived, and the body was transported from the scene. | followed the body to
the morgue facility to maintain the chain of evidence, and secured the body bag via a zip-tie lock and tape.
The body was placed in the refrigerated morgue.

| requested full body X-rays of the decedent prior to the autopsy.
Mothing further to report at this time

On 02/11/2008 | became aware that this office had not received a copy of the investigative summary
prepared by Santa Rosa Police Department regarding this case. The report was requested, and received
by this office on 02/14/2008 for attachment to this investigation.

In preparation for finalizing this case, | reviewed the documents for accuracy. | noted the death certificate
recorded the decedent's true and comrect nama as Jerehmiah Williams Chass. | saw the decedent's CA
driver's license had been issued under the name spelling of Jeremiah Willlams Chass, which was the
spelling utilized during the course of the investigation. |In order to maintain continuity with the death
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certificate, this report was amendec, and | requested the autopsy report be awended to reflect the spelling
alteration of the decedent’s name. | received the amended autopsy report on 02/24/2008. Dr. Arthur dated
the report 05/10/2007, reflecting the completion of the original report, and 0212172008, reflecting the
spelling amendment. The contents of the report were not altered or amended.

| reviewed the final aulopsy report, prepared by Dr. Kelly Arthur. Dr, Arthur concluded that death was
caused by multiple gunshot wounds. | amended the death certificate to reflect Dr. Arthur's findings.
Please see her report for a detailed description of her examination of the decedent.

| reviewad the case summary prepared by Del. Eric Goldschlag of Santa Rosa Police Department. Det.
Galdschlag provided an overview of the events from 03/12/2007, in which the decedent was invelved in a
violent confrontation with law enforcement, The decedant was shot by Deputies, and died at the scene,
Please see Santa Rosa Police Department's report for the complete scope of their investigation.

| am classifying the manner of this death as a homicide.

This case is closed. There is nothing further to report.
Additional Contacts:

] Dale: IM2007  TEme: 0920

Defecive Dol Leslie Comrack

27 ok

Det. Sgt. M. Mana
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E AUTOPSY O EXTERMAL EXAMINATION
MAME: CHASS, JEREHMIAH WILLIAMS CASE NO. 07-0335
[SOMOT-089)
POSTMORTEM DATE: 03-14-2007 TIME: 0845
PLACE OF DEATH: Residence, 1474 High School Rd. DATE: 03-12-2007
Sebastopol, California TIME: 0302
AGE: 16 SEX: Male RACE: African American
AUTORSY FINDINGS:

1.  Multiple gunshot wounds:
A Eleven gunshol wounds of body including three of anterior torso, three of right upper
extramity, fowr of right lower extremity and one of left lower extremitly.
i. Six penetrating gunshot wounds with projectiles recovered.
i. Five perforating gunshot wounds (through and through).
ii. Terso wounds possibly representing re-entry wounds from extremities.
Injuries of heart, left lung, esophagus, aorta, thoracic spinal cord, stomach and right
internal iiac artery,
Associated injuries of bilateral hemothoraces, hemopericardium, hemapentonewm,
facal fraciures of sternum, vertebral TE-2 and right pelhvis.
Varying trajectories through body.
. Indeterminale range of fire,
2. Bhlunt force injuries:
A Contusions, face and left upper extremity.
B. Abrasions, face, left uppeér extremity and proximal forelegs.
3. Early decompaositional changes,
4. History that the deceased was shot by law enforcement officer(s).

mo 0 m

CAUSE OF DEATH: Multiple Gunshot Wounds (seconds).

Kty o Gt b RECEIVED

Forensic Pathologist

O 2007 FEB 2 1 2008

T: 0372007
F.
Shojeg, Huieg = .,

Fhone: (TOT) 426-4883 Fax: (70T) 426-1680
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The autopsy is conducted at the Sonoma County Sheriff-Coroner's Morgue Facility in Santa
Rosa, CA, beginning at 0845 hours on March 14, 2007. Witnesses include E. Goldschlag, J.
Turner, K. Esch and A Cooper (Santa Rosa Police Department), B. Waner and D. Urton
(Senema County District Attorney's Office), A. Vernon (Sonoma County Shenff's Depariment), C.
Merick (Forensic Assistant) and M, Winthor (Intern),

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is received in a white plastic sheet and is additionally contained within a black zipped
body bag. The black body bag has an identification strip of tape affixed inscnbed “"Chass,
Jeremiah 07-0335 LC". The zippers of the body bag are held together with blue plastic lock
015862 flanked by inscribed sirips of tape.  An identification tag is on the right great toe. Total
body postmortern x-rays are taken and reviewed prior o examination. An identification
photograph is taken, Fingerprints and palm prints are taken after the autopsy.

When first viewed, the body is nude. One cuff of a pair of white-metal handcuffs is around the
base of the left hand; the other cuff is fastened but not on the body. No jewelry is on the body.

The body is that of a normally developed, slender, dark-skinned adolescent male whose
appearance is compatible with the recorded age of 16 years. His bady, nude, weighs 127 pounds
{516 kg) and measures 71 inches (180 cm) in length. The body is cold subsequent to
refrigeration, rigor mortis is absent, and lividity is reduced in amount on the back of the body
where it is red-purple and nearly fixed. External preservation is fair in the absence of embalming.
Light green discoloration is in the lower abdominal quadrants.

There is a full head of brown wavy scalp hair, maximally ¥ inch in length. There is no moustache
or beard. Facial hair is pubescent. The irdes are brown and the comeas are slightly cloudy.
The conjunchival surfaces are pale and without petechiae. The ears, nese and lips are normally
developed. The teeth are natural and in very good condition. Mo bony crepitance is palpated
over the facial structures or skullcap. The neck is long, symmetrical and normally developed.
The trachea is roughly in the midliine. The chest is normally developed. The abdomen is
scaphoid. The external genitalia are that of an uncircumcised adolescent male with bilaterally
descended testicles. Pubic and axillary hair distribution is full. The back and buttocks are
normally developed. The extremities are normally developed and symmetncal. Extremity hair is
moderate in amount. The fingernails are of short to medium length and are fairly-groomed. The
toenails are unremarkable. There are gunshot wounds of the anterior torso, right upper and both
lower extremities, to be described.

IDENTIFYING MARKS AND SCARS:

A % inch irregular scar is on the right medial inferior knee. A 1 inch irregular scar is on the left
lateral inferior knee.

EVIDENCE OF THERAPY:

An endotracheal tube emerges from the mouth, terminating in the distal trachea. EKG pads are
on the torso.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY:

MULTIPLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS: The following gunshot wounds are numbered without respect
to potential chronology or severity of injury, as encountered during postmortem examination. The
anterior torso gunshot wounds may represent re-entry wounds associated with extremity gunshot
waounds,
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GUNSHOT WOUND OF RIGHT UPPER CHEST (GSW #1):

Entrance: The right upper chest, 2 ¥% inches to the right of anterior midline and 15 inches below
the top of the head, has a 3/8 inch round gunshot wound of entrance with circumferential red-
breswn marginal abrasion, eccentric and up to ¥ inch wide from the & to 2 o'clock positions. Mo
soot or stippling is on the skin

Injuries: The bullet perforates the right anterior chest wall between ribs 2 and 3 medially, base of
the heart causing a gaping defect of the atria, pulmonary trunk and ascending aorna, and the laft
upper lobe of lung.

Associated Injuries: The gunshot wound is associated with bilateral hemothoraces where the
left chest cavity contains 750 ml of liquid blood and the right contains 400 mi of liquid Moed.
There is a 20 ml residual hemopericardium.

Recovery: An intact moderately-deformed large caliber partially-jacketed bullet is recovered
from the left lung

Path: The direction of the bullet is front to back, right to left and downward.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable,

GUNSHOT WOUND OF LEFT UPPER CHEST (GSW #2):

Entrance: The left medial upper chest, % inch to the left of anterior midline and 15 % inches
below the top of the head, has a ¥ inch round gunshot wound of entrance with a circumferential
red-brown marginal abrasion averaging 1/8 inch. No soot or stippling is on the skin.

Injuries: The bullet perforates the anterior chest wall through the upper stemum, base of the
heart through the atria and great vessels, esophagus, descending thoracic aona and left side of
vertebral body T& befare perforating the spinal cord and coming to rest in subcutis of the midhne
back,

Associated Injuries: The gunshot wound contributes to bilateral hemothoraces and a residual
hemopencardium, a5 previously described.

Recovery: A moderately deformed medium caliber partially-jacketed bullet is recovered from
subcutis of the midline mid back adjacent to vertebra T9.

Path: The direction of the bullet is front to back, downward and very slightly left to right.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable.

GUNSHOT WOUND OF RIGHT LOWER CHEST (GSW #3):

Entrance: The right lower chest, 3 inches to the right of anterior midiine and 25 inches below the
top of the head, has a ¥ inch round gunshot wound of entrance with an eccentric vertically-
oriented oval red-brown marginal abrasion to 3/8 inch wide superiorly. Vague spolty red
contusion surrounds the entrance wound, Mo soot or stippling is on the skin.

Injuries: The bullet perforates the night anterior body wall just beneath the costal margin,
stomach, left lateral hemidiaphragm and left lower lateral chest wall between ribs 10 and 11
before coming to rest in subcutis of the left lateral chest
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Path: The direction of the bullet is right to left, back to front and slightly down to up.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable.

GUNSHOT WOUND OF RIGHT LATERAL PROXIMAL THIGH (GSW #7):
Entrance: The right lateral proximal thigh, 33 ¥ inches below the top of the head, has a 716

inch round gunshot wound of entrance with circumferential red-brown marginal abrasion. No soot
or stippling is on the skin.

Injuries: The bullet perforates the right proximal thigh and right inferier pelvis through the
internal iliac artery. The right superior pubic ramus has a focal fracture. The peritoneal cavity
contains 1.1 liters of liquid blood.

Recovery: A moderately deformed large caliber partially-jacketed bullet is recovered from the
right pelvis

Path: The direction of the bullet is upward and right to left.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable.

GUNSHOT WOUND OF RIGHT LATERAL DISTAL THIGH (GSW #8):

Entrance: The right lateral distal thigh, 44 ¥ inches below the top of the head, has a 7/16 inch
round gunshot wound of entrance with circumferential red-brown marginal abrasion to % inch
wide from the 4 to 6 o'clock positions. No soot or stippling is on the skin.

Injuries: The bullet perforates the right thigh without fracturing the femur.

Exit: The right anterior mid thigh, 40 inches below the top of the head, has a ¥: inch vertical oval
endit wound with irregular margins.

Path: The direction of the bullet is back to front, upward and right to left.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if apphcable.

GUNSHOT WOUND OF RIGHT FORELEG (GSW #3):

Entrance: The right anterior proximal foreleg, 60 inches below the top of the head, has a * inch
round gunshot wound of entrance with circumferential pink marginal abrasion widest to 1/8 inch
inferiorly. Mo soot or stippling is on the skin.

Injuries: The bullet perforates the right foreleg fracturing the tibia.

Recovery: Two fragments of lead, one large and the other small and one fragment of yellow-
metal jacket are recovered from the right lateral inferior knee, visible externally 53 inches below
the top of the head.

Path: The direction of the bullet is front to back, upward and left to right.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable.
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GUNSHOT WOUND OF LEFT LATERAL KNEE [GSW #10):

Entrance: The left lateral knee, 52 inches below the top of the head, has a 7/16 inch round
gunshot wound of entrance with circumferential pink abrasion widest to 3/16 inch inferiorly. No
soot or slippling is on the skin,

Injuries: The bullet perforates subcutis and superficial musculature of the left distal lateral thigh.

Exit: The left lateral distal thigh, 50 inches below the top of the head, has a 3/8 inch iregular
oval exit wound with darkening and drying of the margins.

Path: The direction of the bullet is upward.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable.

GUNSHOT WOUND OF RIGHT POSTERIOR THIGH (GSW #11):

Entrance: The right posterior distal thigh, 43 inches below the top of the head, has a 7/16 inch
round gunshot wound entrance with a thin rim of circumferential red-brown marginal abrasion.
Ma soot or slippling is on the skin

Injuries: The bullet penetrates into the right distal thigh.

Recovery: The right lateral superior knee, 53 inches below the top of the head, has a visible and
palpable projectile in subcutis. The projectile is an intact partially-separated large caliber bullet
and partial-metal jacket

Path: The direction of the bullet is back to front, downward and left to right.

Range: The range of fire is indeterminate based on autopsy findings. Refer to separate clothing
analysis if applicable.

BELUNT FORCE INJURIES:

A 178 inch faint pink-red contusion is on the left nasal bridge. A % inch red-tan abrasion is on the
left superior nostril. A 3 inch red-white deep abrasion is on the right medial chest at the level of
the nipples. A 1 inch tan-brown abrasion is on the left lateral buttocks. A 1 % inch red contusion
containing a ¥ inch brown abrasion is on the left ulnar elbow. A 1 % x ¥ inch vertical tan-brown
brush abrasicn with vertical markings is on the left ulnar proximal forearm. A ¥ inch tan-pink
harizontal oval abrasion is on the left dorsal mid forearm. A 4 x 1 inch vertical faint red-pink
contusion is along the left radial mid to distal forearm. A %% inch oval tan-pink abrasion is on the
left dorsal wrist. Two red abrasions, 1/8 inch each, are on the left radial index finger, one over the
metacarpal interphalangeal joint and the other over the proximal interphalangeal joint, A 2 inch
faint discontinuous red horizontal linear abrasion is en the right anteromedial proximal foreleg. A
Ya inch red-tan abrasion is on the right anterior mid foreleg. A % inch brown abrasion with
horizontal brush markings is on the left lateral proximal thigh. A % inch red-brown abrasion is on
the left inferomedial knee.

These injuries, having once been described, will not be repeated.
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INTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is examined using the standard Y-ghaped thoraco-abdominal and posterior scalp
INCISIONS.

BODY CAVITIES:

The thoracic and abdominal organs are in their normal anatomic positions. The pleural,
pericardial, and peritoneal cavities contain mo adhesions. Intra-abdominal and visceral fat is
sparse. Subcutaneous fat of the anterior abdominal wall measures approximately ¥ inches.

HEAD:

The scalp, subscalpular area, and skull are unremarkable. The dura and dural sinuses are
unremarkable. There are no epidural, subdural, or subarachnoid hemorrhages. The
leptomeninges are thin and delicate. The cerebral hemispheres are symmelrical with an
unremarkable gyral pattern. The cranial nerves are unremarkable, The blood vessels at the base
of the brain show no atherosclerosis, The brain weighs 1370 grams. Sections through the
cerabral heamispheres, cerebellum, and brainstem reveal narmal internal architeciure. There are
no hemorrhages in the deep white matier or the basal ganglia. The cerebral ventricles contain no
Blood.

NECHK:

The soft tissues, strap muscles, and prevertebral fascia are unremarkable. The hycid bone and
larynx are intact. The cervical verdebral column is unremarkable,

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

See previous description. The intimal surface of the theracic and abdominal aorta is free of
atherosclerosis. The aorta and its major branches and the great veins are normally distributed.
The pericardium and epicardium are smooth and glistening. The heart weighs 240 grams. The
coronary arterial system has the usual origins and distributions, without evidence of natural
disease. The endocardium is smooth. There are no thrombi in the cardiac chambers, The
foramen ovale is closed. The atrial and ventricular septa are normally formed. The atrioventricular
valves are unremarkable. The myocardium is dark red-brown and firm, and there are no focal
sCars.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:

See previous description. The upper airway is uncbstructed. The mucosa of the larynx and
trachea is smooth and tan-pink, without petechiae. The lungs show normal lobation, and the
pleural surfaces are smooth and shiny. The right lung weighs 220 grams and the left lung weighs
190 grams. The pulmonary arteries contain no emboll and show no fatty streaking, The mucosa
of the major bronchi is unremarkable. Sectioning the lungs discloses a red-blue, moderately
congested parenchyma without masses

HEPATOEILIARY SYSTEM:

The 1000 gram liver is normally shaped and covered by @ smooth, glistening, intact capsule. The
parenchyma has @ uniform consistency; it is dark red-brown and has no focal lesions. The porta
hepatis 15 unremarkable. The gallbladder contains approximately 10 ml of crange thin bile and no
caleuli. The extrahepatic biliary ducts are unremarkable.
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DIGESTIVE SYSTEM:

See previous description. The tongue is unremarkable externally and on sectioning. The
esophageal mucosa is gray-white. The stomach contains less than 10 mil of tan thin liquid and no
food particles. There are no identifiable tablets, capsules, or pill fragments. The gastric mucosa
has normal rugal folds and there are no ulcers. The small and large intestines are unremarkable
externally. The appendix is present and unremarkable, The pancreas is unremarkable externally
and on sectioning,

GENITOURINARY SYSTEM:

The renal capsules strip with ease, revealing smooth cortical surfaces. The right kidney weighs
100 grams and the left kidney weighs 100 grams. The cortices are of normal thickness and the
corticomedullary junclions are distinct. The calyces, pelves, and ureters are unremarkable. The
urinary bladder contains approximately 20 mi of clear yellow urine, The mucosa is white-pink and
smooth, The prostate gland is unremarkable.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:

The pituitary, thyroid, and adrenal glands are unremarkable externally and on sectioning.
RETICULOENDOTHELIAL SYSTEM:

The 60 gram spleen is covered by a smoath, blue-gray, intact capsule. The parenchyma is dark
red. The lymph nodes are unremarkable.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:

See previous description. The clavicles, ribs and remainder the extremities, pelvis and vertebral
column have no visualized or palpable fractures. Skeletal muscle is dark red. The diaphragm
shows no evidence of natural disease.

SPECIMENS FOR HISTOLOGY:
Representative sections of the major ergans are retained in formalin.
SPECIMENS FOR TOXICOLOGY:

Vitreous humor, bile, abdominal blood and right chest blood are collected and retained. An
aliquot of right chest blood is submitted for toxicology analysis.

POSTMORTEM RADIOGRAPHY:

Postmortem x-rays of the entire head, body and extremities are taken and reviewed prior to
autopsy. These show the projectiles described in the “Multiple Gunshot Wounds™ section of this
report.

EVIDENCE COLLECTED:

The handcufts, fingernail clippings, scalp hair standards, swabs of the face, blood (one gray top
from the right chest cavity, ene yellow and one purple top from the abdominal cavity) and the
recoverad projectile elements are released to Santa Rosa Police Departmeant.

KAddwg D: 0314-2007 T: 03-17-2007
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